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"Fifth, dictionaries are by their nature developed from historical usage. Accordingly, there
would be no call for a definition directed to “something that invents” until that became
possible. Similarly, prior to the development of the electronic computer, computations were
made only by humans and the term “computer” referred to a person who made computations.

But the term was correctly applied to a thing that made computations when such machines

became available; this is now the dominant usage."*’
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"The object of this Act is to provide a patent system in Australia that promotes economic
wellbeing through technological innovation and the transfer and dissemination of technology.

In doing so, the patent system balances over time the interests of producers, owners and users
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of technology and the public
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